











Town of Souris 2009

Comments & Suggestions : Landscaped Areas

Souris natural landscape is breathtaking. The hills, bluffs, dunes, flower-filled meadows,
harbours, rivers, trees, beaches, meadows, and forests. Nature has already given you
everything you could wish for. To that end, a priority must be the protection and
preservation of the natural beauty for future generations to enjoy. Because of the
expansive coastal vistas, the viewshed needs to be considered when developing

zoning plans.
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Because the expansive coastal vista are one of your most significant assets, viewshed
protection needs to be considered when developing zoning plans and reviewing
development proposals.

The same view in both pictures, it just depends on how you look at it. Consider the viewshed before
building anything.
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Congratulations to Souris for receiving a provincial rural community beautification
award. Municipal landscapes are nicely maintained. The judges particularly
acknowledge the selfless work of JoAnne Dunphy for planting perennials from her own
garden and her long hours in caring for them in many of the public areas to be
enjoyed by all. The beautiful design, careful plant selection, and healthy plants that
she donated form a foundation that will be a legacy on which to build in future years.
The wise choice of hardy perennials reduces maintenance and the expense of
annuals.

Rugosa roses thrive in Souris, they are beautiful low maintenance shrubs; easily divided
and spread rapidly to form floral hedges. Consider theming many of the public places
with these roses, particularly along the harbour and along the fences that border the
industrial buildings such as Ocean Choice at the harbor.

. A memorial garden at the hospital is a touching tribute
maintained by volunteers. Consider incorporating a healing
garden. The health benefits of plants and landscapes have
been studied and are well documented. Consider working
‘ : g with volunteers to create a healing garden at the hospital.
| i — Resources to consider are:

www.greenplantsforgreenbuildings.org/pdf/HealthSettingsUlrich copy.pdf

http://ezinearticles.com/?Gardening-and-Health-Benefits&id=949232

www.planterra.com/research/research 3.php.

' Some of the businesses do a nice job of landscaping and
. serve as an inspiration to others. Notable landscapes can
be seen at the Matthew-McLean House (tourist information
centre), CIBC bank, credit union, and Souris Petro station.
We recognize that Main St. was under construction this year
making it impossible and impractical for some businesses to
do the type of beautification they normally would do.

It was delightful to see peace gardens at the Tourist
Information Centre and in a personal memorial garden.



http://ezinearticles.com/?Gardening-and-Health-Benefits&id=949232
http://www.planterra.com/research/research_3.php
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We congratulate the Lions’ Club on the construction of a community garden where
people can grow vegetables. The garden is also used by clients of the Harbourview
House. Consider the Plant-a-row, Grow-a-row scheme (www.plantarow.org) and
donate fresh produce to the local food pantry. Also, the utility of the garden would be
enhanced with a tool shed where people could securely leave their tools and a
compost pile for disposing of garden waste. Trash cans would be a welcome addition
at the site.

Consider having the clients of Harbourview House create and maintain an
exceptional landscape around their property. It would be excellent training and
would allow them to enjoy fresh air and sunshine at the same time. They could also
have an herb garden and sell fresh and dried herbs to restaurants.

Residential gardens exhibit an interesting mix of trees, shrubs and perennials. They are
generous in sharing divisions of their plants.




FLORAL DISPLAYS

Arrangements of flowers and plants (annuals, perennials, bulbs, ornamental grasses), originality, distribution, location, diversity and
balance, colour, harmony, quality and maintenance. These pertain to flowerbeds, carpet bedding, containers, baskets and window boxes.

|| Max Actual

Municipality / Public Properties

Diversity of displays: flowerbeds, raised beds, planters, hanging baskets, window boxes, carpet 1

bedding, mosaics 10.50
Plan of action: programs, distribution through community. Concept and design including  sustainable

design 12 10.50
Diversity of plants: annuals, perennials, bulbs, grasses, woody plants, natural flora 12 10.75
Quality, maintenance, best practices 10 8.75
Qualified personnel (including seasonal staff) and/or training 7 5.00
Commercial / Industrial Sector

Concept and design 8.00
Quality and maintenance 8.00
Contribution to overall floral program 7.75
Service Clubs, Schools, Churches, Not-for-profit groups

Support - financial and/or in-kind and involvement — organization, participation 11 9.00
Concept, design, selection and maintenance on their own properties 11 9.00
Residential / Citizens

Arrangement, diversity, colour 11 9.75
Quality and maintenance 12 10.75
Floral Displays 125 107.75

2009 Evaluation Form
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Comments & Suggestions : Floral Displays

A floral carpet of marigolds and alyssum that spells “Souris” is a delightful welcome to
town. Another gateway sign is underplanted with annuals. These colourful gateways
are important, as 80,000 tourists pass through Souris each year on their way to the
Madeleine Islands. This equates to 160,000 passes through the town: beautiful
gateways and engaging streets will encourage visitors to spend time and money in
Souris. An important addition to the gateway signs is a Communities in Bloom sign
announcing your five bloom status. This tells visitors immediately that Souris is a town
worth visiting.

This year, 12 flower barrels were installed by local businesses, with the idea that they
could be moved during road construction.

The Island Pride Garden Centre offers many of
the wonderful perennials that thrive in the area.
Their cutting garden is a glorious sight.

planting a quilt garden - Ilterally a quilt made of short,
flowerlng annuals. A similar project was created in
Indiana and has resulted in unexpectedly large
increases in tourism — each person who visits the quilt
gardens spends an average of $150 per day. More
information on this program is at http://www.amishcountry.org/quiltgardens/.

Home Hardware and other companies have donated tulips bulbs for spring plantings.
In the future, select the varieties carefully to incorporate early, middle, and late season
bloomers so extend the bloom period. Incorporate daffodils and narcissus selected
specifically for this part of the country so that they’ll naturalize. Consider planting the
harbor front at Breakwater Street with daffodils and narcissus.

Souris’ parks have attractive perennial beds where weeding can be time-consuming.
Remember to use lots of mulch in planting beds. Consider adding 4 to 6 sheets of


http://www.amishcountry.org/quiltgardens/
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newspaper under the mulch to restrain weeds or mix the mulch with pre-emergent
before putting it down to prevent weed growth before it starts.

You can encourage more residents to plant gardens by praising their efforts by using
door hangers that say “We noticed”. You can enlist the local mail carrier, delivery
drivers, or even the pizza delivery person to hand these out at their own discretion. A
little praise and encouragement can pay big dividends. Consider giving beautification
awards for businesses and residences.

After construction on Main St. is finished, consider working with your local nursery to
develop a unified planting theme for the downtown area. With all the merchants
working together, you will achieve a more powerful visual impact while spending the
same amount of money.






TURF AND GROUNDCOVERS
Quality, naturalization, use of groundcovers and wild flowers, turf management (manicured to rough), use of artificial turf, maintenance
(mowing height and frequency), Integrated Pest Management (IPM) / Plant Health Care, fertilization programs, irrigation and water
restrictions. Areas include private homes, public buildings, municipal and private sports fields and athletic parks.

|| Max Actual
Municipality / Public Properties
First impressions; plan of action, distribution of turf and ground cover areas 14 12.25
Diversity / species, types of plantings / drought tolerance 8 6.75
Turf Management / Integrated Pest Management / Plant Health Care, alternative solutions to
diseases and infestations when appropriate 6.50
Review of maintenance plans to consider increased naturalization, alternate mowing frequency for 8
reduced and more efficient operations 6.75
Information programs for water requirements, mowing frequency and height, rain gardens 8 475
Qualified personnel (including seasonal staff) and/or training. 7 6.25
Commercial / Industrial Sector
Concept and design, use of alternative ground covers 8 6.25
Quality and maintenance on these properties 8 6.75
Site naturalization 8 6.00
Service clubs, Schools, Churches, Not-for-profit groups
Support - financial and/or in-kind and involvement —organization, participation 12 10.50
Quality and maintenance on these properties 11 9.75
Residential / Citizens
Concept and design, use of alternative ground covers 8 6.75
Quality and maintenance 9 7.75
Participation in lawn watering conservation programs 8 6.75
Turf and Groundcovers 125 103.75

2009 Evaluation Form
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Comments & Suggestions : Turf & Groundcovers

The town of Souris wisely outsources its turf maintenance to the turf pro at the local golf
course. This is a wise decision in that it eliminates the need to purchase and maintain
equipment and assures that the person doing the mowing has been trained
appropriately. Because of this, all the municipal properties were neatly mowed. The
sports fields, in particular, are being well-groomed for the Canada Games.

White clover is used in some of the turf; this offers the benefits of less mowing. White
clover also fixes nitrogen in the soil. For more information about the benefits of using
clover in lawns, see http://www.lesslawn.com/articles/article1061.html.

Abundant rainfall here keeps the lawns looking healthy.
The Provincial government has regulations regarding IPM and pesticide use.

When mowing, remember to set the mowing height to 3”. This will allow the turf to
shade itself so it will need less water and require less frequent mowing.

Mowing at the school needs attention to detail. Simply paying attention to the
direction of the mower’s discharge will keep clippings off walkways and driveways,
reducing cleanup time. Also consider using a grass catcher or mulching blade.

Industrial buildings at the harbor are surrounded with large mowed areas which serve
no real purpose. Consider reducing the amount of space mowed by establishing a
wildflower meadow. Wildflowers are abundant in the area, and a light scattering of
seeds followed by no mowing might be sufficient. Some areas of the ferry landing had
lots of weeds growing in the gutter. These can easily be removed with a pressure
washer.

Residential turf was generally well maintained with a few exceptions. The town’s bylaw
officer works with residents to assure compliance with the weed abatement
ordinance.
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PROGRAM INFORMATION

Communities in Bloom is a Canadian non-profit organization committed to fostering
civic pride, environmental responsibility, beautification and to improving quality of
life through community participation and the challenge of a national program with
focus on the protection and conservation of green spaces.

“People, plants and pride... growing together” is our slogan, and it captures the essence of the program.

History. Established with the guidance of Britain in Bloom, Tidy Towns of Ireland and Villes et Villages
Fleuris de France, Communities in Bloom held its first edition in 1995 and 29 participating municipalities were
honoured at the first awards ceremonies on Parliament Hill. The program now includes more than 500
communities across the country and an international challenge involving communities from the United States,
Japan and several European countries allows participants to compete internationally.

Program. The program consists of communities receiving information and being evaluated either provincially
or nationally by a volunteer jury of trained professionals on the accomplishments of their entire community
(municipal, private, corporate and institutional sectors, citizens) on eight key criteria: Tidiness, Environmental
Awareness, Community Involvement, Natural and Cultural Heritage Conservation, Urban Forestry,
Landscaped Areas, Floral Displays, and Turf & Groundcovers.

Benefits. The pride, sense of community and feeling of accomplishment generated through participation are
visible in communities all over Canada. These benefits make Communities in Bloom a program where
everyone wins. Participants can benefit financially from the program through community tourism initiatives,
business opportunities for the entire community, and other related projects. A valuable information exchange
network allows communities to share accomplishments, best practices and projects.

All participants are showcased on the Communities in Bloom website through the “Explore our Communities”
section, with a description page and a link to their respective community website. The Communities in Bloom
Magazine, published twice a year, also features participants and program results, as well as articles and
educational content. Communities in Bloom develops, with its partners and sponsors, initiatives and
promotional opportunities such as the Gardens at the CN Tower and the VIA Rail Garden Route.

Provincial and National Awards — National Symposium on Parks and Grounds. These events are a
unigue opportunity for elected officials, parks and grounds professionals and community volunteers to learn
and share about current issues, trends and challenges not only in horticulture and gardening but in
community tourism and projects, environmental awareness, and much more. Awards ceremonies, along with
workshops and symposiums, are held in most provinces throughout the year.

A winter edition — WinterLights Celebrations — created in 2001, features community efforts in the following
criteria:  Winter Pleasures, Festive Celebrations, Visual Presentation, Goodwill Program and Tourism /
Promotion. The WinterLights Celebrations Symposium and Awards Ceremonies are held in February.

The Communities in Bloom Foundation, established to support the educational aspect of its activities, is
dedicated to funding, developing and disseminating education and awareness to a wide audience on the
value, improvement, importance and sustainable development of green spaces and natural environment in
Canadian society. The foundation also awards bursaries to students in horticulture / environment programs.

Within the context of climate change and environmental concerns, communities involved in the
Communities in Bloom program can be proud of their efforts, which provide real and meaningful
environmental solutions and benefit all of society.

People, plants and pride...growing together
112 Terry Fox, Kirkland (Québec) H9H 4M3 Tel: (514) 694-8871 Fax: (514) 694-3725
bloom.fleurs@sympatico.ca * www.communitiesinbloom.ca
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Communities in Bloom Is made possible by

The commitment of local, provincial and national volunteers
The support of elected officials and of staff in municipalities
The dedication of our judges, staff and organizations

The contribution of our sponsors and partners

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INVOLVEMENT

“Within the context of climate change and environmental concerns,
communities involved in the Communities in Bloom program can be proud
of their efforts, which provide real and meaningful environmental solutions

and benefit all of society.”

People, Plants and Pride...Growing Together/Citoyens et espaces verts en harmonie...une société florissante
112 Terry Fox, Kirkland (Québec) HOH 4M3 Tel: (514) 694-8871 Fax: (514) 694-3725
E-Mail/Courriel: bloom.fleurs@sympatico.ca - WWeb site: www.communitiesinbloom.ca / Site internet: wwuw.collectivitésenfleurs.ca






